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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1-7. (canceled) 

8. (Currently amended): A device for the automat i c hauling of vory ajong elongate 
objects object, comprising: 

traction means able to move for undergoing translational movement trans l at i ona ll v and 
i n the i r movomont dr i v i ng for contacting and frictionallv driving an elongate object that i s to be 
hauled, tho dr i vo bo i ng ach i eved by fr i ct i on , 

gripping means configured for automatically keeping the traction means and the 
elongate object that i s to bo hau l od continuously in contact with one another , th i s bo i ng 
ach i ovod over at least a section of the elongate object, the gripping means being further 
configured for automatically adapting to variations in diameter of the elongate object and to be 
and th e s e gr i pp i ng m e ans b ei ng g i v e n a r e lativ e mov e m e nt relatively movable with respect to 
the hau le d elongate object, in a direction opposite to the direction of haulinqfMl ; and 

movement instigating means for coordinatingly actuating the traction means and the 
gripping means tfi-a coord i nat e d mann e r ; 

th e coord i nat i on m e ans p e rform i ng s e parat e funct i ons wh i ch co ll aborat e i n ord e r to 
e nsur e cont i nuous tract i on on th e obj e ct that i s to b e hau le d, and good d i str i but i on of str e ss 
ov e r i ts surfac e , th e e nt i r e d e v i c e hav i ng a stationary pos i t i on 

wherein the traction means, gripping means and the movement instigating means 
perform separate functions thai collaborate in order to ensure continuous traction on the 
elongate object that ;s to be hauled without applying damaging pressure to the elongate object. 

9. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 8, wherein said traction 
means comprise two running strips made of a material with a high coefnc-ent of fricuon §eed 
adhesion, the running strips being wound around two pulleys, the running ships and the pulleys 
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being configured that each strip contacts by a part of its surface with [he elongate feese -st-r-ips 



Gom j ^f - mt0 - SQfi l ast - w j- tn - t - ^ e- object that is to be hauled. 



10. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 9, wherein said gripping means 
comprise a chassis abte -te- mGve- f-o^at-ienallybeing rotatabiy positioned about [[the]] an axis of 
traction of the elongate object, [[this]] the chassis comprising at least one belt s& e fe - h e d-b e &v ee n 
two pulleys and one of the strands of which is helically wound around the elongate object that is 
to be hauled and around the portions of the running strips that are in contact with; the ends of 
the belt being connected to form a straight strand which passes through the grooves of two 
gi>posjte,pu|leys 

the object that is to be hauled in contact. 

11. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 10, wherein the chassis is 
driven to rotate around th e elongate object to be ha uled and to cause the bel t to wind around 

belt- to w i nd around th e ob je ct th a t is to b e hau le d and a round th e runn i ng s tr i p s v i a on e of i ts 
ends, and to unwind simultaneously from the other end; the rotation of the belt causing the 
gripping means to undergo relative translation movement with respect to the hauled elongate 
object. 

12. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 11, wherein said belt is made 
up of elastic fibers. 

13. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 8, wherein said means for 
actuating the traction means and the gripping means are driven by a hydraulic motor. 

14. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 8, wherein said means for 
actuating the traction means and the gripping means are driven by an electric motor. 

15. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 8, wherein said means for 
actuating the traction means and the gripping means are driven by means of a cranking handle. 
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16. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 12, wherein said means for 
actuating the traction means and the gripping means are driven by a hydraulic motor. 

17. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 12, wherein said means for 
actuating the traction means and the gripping means are driven by an electric motor. 

18. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 12, wherein said means for 
actuating the traction means and the gripping means are driven by means of a cranking handle. 
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